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Foundational Theme - How to Serve the Lord with All Our Strength
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Structural Theme - God Provides His Children Rest
Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, 

The LORD your God hath given you rest, and hath given you this land.

Joshua 1:13
There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.

For he that is entered into his rest, 

he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his. 

Hebrews 4:9-10
Imperative Theme - Prosperity Comes when We Serve the Lord
This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; 

but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, 

that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: 

for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

Joshua 1:8 

INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORICAL BOOKS
The Scriptures tell us that God has spoken to His people on many occasions and in various ways throughout the history of mankind ( Hebrews 1:1). God spoke to the patriarchs by dreams; He spoke to Moses face to face; He spoke to the nation of Israel from a fiery mountain and then by the written Law; He spoke to Balaam by the mouth of a donkey; He spoke to His people by His prophets, and by divine judgment when they ignored His prophets; He spoke by Psalm and by proverbs and by parables; He spoke to us through His incarnate Son Jesus Christ; He spoke by signs and wonders; finally, He spoke to His people and to us by the recorded history in Scripture. In every way and manner God has spoken to His people because of His great love for them. The record of history reveals to us God's divine plan for mankind as He supernaturally intervenes in the affairs of our lives ( Proverbs 16:9). Graeme Goldsworthy refers to Hebrews 1:1 when he links the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the Old Testament Scriptures. 1] Thus, the underlying theme of the Writings is to declare the office and work of the Heavenly Father as the One whose foreknowledge and divinely election has determined for His people salvation from their sins and eternal rest in Heaven ( 1 Peter 1:2). 

1] Graeme Goldsworthy, Gospel-Centered Hermeneutics: Foundations and Principles of Evangelical Biblical Interpretation (Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity Press, c 2006), 234.

Hebrews 1:1, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,"

Proverbs 16:9, "A man"s heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps."

1 Peter 1:2, "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied."

The historical books of the Old Testament follow a literary structure.

A. The Four-fold Plan of Redemption in the History of Israel- Paul the apostle presents God the Father's redemptive plan for Israel in Romans 8:29-30, into which the Church has been grafted, as he explains in the following chapters of this epistle. 

Romans 8:29-30, "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Song of Solomon , that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified."

The apostle describes this four-fold plan of God the Father's foreknowledge as (1) predestination, (2) calling, (3) justification, and (4) glorification. The thematic scheme of the Old Testament historical books of Joshua ,, Judges ,, Ruth , 1 - 2 Samuel ,, 1 -2Kings will follow this redemptive scheme as they record the history of the nation of Israel. This redemptive scheme will find its structure in the rise and decline of the kingdom of Israel, with the reign of King Solomon serving as the climax of Israel's history. 2] These historical books reveal that Israel's success as a nation is determined by their obedience to the Mosaic Law. Israel's failures during the period of the conquest of Joshua , and during the time of the judges reveals their need for a redeemer, a Messiah, which hope God has predestined to fulfill in Christ Jesus. The nation of Israel failed to obtain redemption from their sins under the leadership of the priesthood, with Eli and his sons becoming corrupt. Under the Judges , Samuel's sons failed to carry on their father's office. The children of Israel cried out for a king to be their deliverer and redeemer. The book of Ruth shows that David has been predestined for the throne of Israel. In the book of 1Samuel, their cry for a king during the time of Samuel moves Samuel, this last judge over Israel, to anoint a leader, whom God will divinely call as their king. The book of 2Samuel records the establishment of the kingdom of Israel under the rule and conquests of David 2Samuel emphasizes God's justification for establishing the Davidic lineage for Messianic promises and ultimate redemption for Israel 1Kings 1-11records the reign of Song of Solomon , which serves as the glorification of the Davidic lineage 1Kings 12to 2Kings records the decline of the kingdom of Israel.

2] Graeme Goldsworthy divides the Old Testament historical narrative texts into two epochs. The first epoch spans the time from "the beginning of biblical history up to and including the first part of Solomon's reign." He describes the second epoch as "the post-Solomonic decline of Israel." See Graeme Goldsworthy, Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Literature (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmanns Publishing Company, c 2000), 140-43.

We can propose the primary themes of the historical books based upon Paul's four-fold plan of redemption, and structured around the rise and decline of the kingdom of Israel.

Israel's Need for a Redeemer Joshua and Judges

The Predestination of David as King Ruth 1:1 to Ruth 4:22
The Calling of David as King 1 Samuel 1:1 to 1 Samuel 31:13
The Justification of David 2 Samuel 1:1 to 2 Samuel 24:25
The Glorification of Solomon 1 Kings 1:1 to 1 Kings 11:43
The Decline of the Kingdom 1 Kings 12:1 to 2 Kings 25:5
B. Parallel Accounts of the Reigns of David and Song of Solomon - In outlining these historical books more closely, it can be noted that the rise and decline of each king over Israel follows a similar pattern. David's reign begins with him judging his immediate adversaries within his nation ( 2 Samuel 1:1-27); he establishes his throne through conquests and uniting the nation ( 2 Samuel 2:1 to 2 Samuel 5:25); he institutes national worship of the Lord ( 2 Samuel 6:1-23); God makes a covenant with David ( 2 Samuel 7:1-29); the prosperity of David's reign ( 2 Samuel 8:1 to 2 Samuel 10:19); David's sin and judgment ( 2 Samuel 12:1 to 2 Samuel 18:33) David's restoration as king ( 2 Samuel 19:1 to 2 Samuel 21:22); epilogue to David's reign ( Joshua 22:1 to 2 Samuel 23:39); David's final intercession for Israel ( 2 Samuel 24:1-25). 

A. Judgment of His Adversaries 2 Samuel 1:1-27
B. Establishment of His Throne 2 Samuel 2:1 to 2 Samuel 5:25
C. Institution of National Worship 2 Samuel 6:1-23
D. God Makes a Covenant with David 2 Samuel 7:1-29
E. The Prosperity of David's reign 2 Samuel 8:1 to 2 Samuel 10:19
F. David's Sin and Judgment 2 Samuel 12:1 to 2 Samuel 18:33
G. David's Restoration as king 2 Samuel 19:1 to 2 Samuel 21:22
H. Epilogue to David's reign 2 Samuel 22:1 to 2 Samuel 23:39
I. David's Final Intercession for Israel 2 Samuel 24:1-25
The reign of Solomon will follow a parallel history of the judgment of his immediate adversaries within his nation ( 1 Kings 1:1 to 1 Kings 2:46), he establishes his throne through treaties and wise judgment ( 1 Kings 3:1 to 1 Kings 4:34), he institutes national worship of the Lord by building the Temple ( 1 Kings 5:1 to 1 Kings 8:66), God makes a covenant with Solomon ( 1 Kings 9:1-9), the prosperity of Solomon's reign ( 1 Kings 9:10 to 1 Kings 10:29), sin and judgment ( 1 Kings 11:1-23), and epilogue ( 1 Kings 11:41-43).

1. Judgment of His Adversaries 1 Kings 1:1 to 1 Kings 2:46
2. Establishment of His Throne 1 Kings 3:1 to 1 Kings 4:34
3. Institution of National Worship 1 Kings 5:1 to 1 Kings 8:66
4. God Makes a Covenant with Solomon 1 Kings 9:1-9
5. The Prosperity of Solomon's Reign 1 Kings 9:10 to 1 Kings 10:29
6. Solomon's Sin and Judgment 1 Kings 11:1-40
7. Epilogue to Solomon's Reign 1 Kings 11:41-43
In contrast, the wicked reign of King Jereboam of northern Israel follows a similar sequence of events, but leads Israel into idolatry, from which they will never recover.

1. Jereboam Establishes His Throne 1 Kings 12:1-24
2. Jereboam Institutes National Worship 1 Kings 12:25-33
3. God Speaks to Jereboam thru a Prophet 

4. Jereboam's Sin and Judgment 1 Kings 13:33 to 1 Kings 14:18
5. Epilogue to Jereboam's Reign 1 Kings 14:19-20
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF JOSHUA
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Joshua will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 3] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

3] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 4]

4] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Joshua will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Joshua was the author of the book of Joshua , writing during the period after Israel's Conquest of the land of Canaan.

I. The Title
The four books of Joshua ,, Judges , Samuel and Kings are grouped into a collection of books known by the ancient Jews as the "Early Prophets." The LXX testifies to the ancient title to the book of Joshua, which is " ίησοϋς ναυή " and " υί ὸ ς ναυή ." 5] The Greek title was known by Melito, bishop of Sardis (d. c 190). 6] Origen (c 185 - c 254) testifies to the use of this title by the Jews in his day. 7] Jerome (A.D 342to 420) was familiar with this title as well. 8] The Vulgate uses the Latin title "Liber Joshue," 9] from which the English title "Joshua" is derived. The ancient Hebrew title ( יהושע) has remained essentially unchanged, and can be found in the standard work Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. 10] Keil notes that this title was derived not necessary from its author, but from the main character of its historical material. 11]

5] Henry Swete believes the Greek title " ίησοϋς ναυή " is "of Alexandrian and pre-Christian origin." See Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 215.

6] Eusebius writes, "‘I learned accurately the books of the Old Testament, and send them to thee as written below. Their names are as follows: Of Moses, five books: Genesis ,, Exodus ,, Numbers ,, Leviticus , Deuteronomy; Jesus Nave, Judges , Ruth; of Kings, four books; of Chronicles, two; the Psalm of David; the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Wisdom also, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , Job; of Prophets, Isaiah , Jeremiah; of the twelve prophets, one book; Daniel ,, Ezekiel , Esdras. From which also I have made the extracts, dividing them into six books.' Such are the words of Melito." Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 42614, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff, (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 206.

7] Eusebius, the early Church historian, writes, "Jesus, the son of Nave, Josoue ben Noun;" Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 6251-2, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 272-3.

8] Jerome writes, "The second class is composed of the Prophets, and they begin with Jesus the son of Nave, who among them is called Joshua the son of Nun." See Jerome, "Prefaces to the Books of the Vulgate Version of the Old Testament: The Books of Samuel and Kings," trans. W. H. Freemantle, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second Series, vol 6, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (New York: The Christian Literature Company, 1893), 489-90.

9] Biblia Sacra Juxta Vulgatam Clementinam, ed. electronica (Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc, 2005), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

10] Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, eds. A. Alt, O. Eifelt, P. Kahle, and R. Kittle (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelstiftung, c 1967-77).

11] C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Joshua ,, Judges , Ruth, vol 4, in Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament, trans. James Martin (Edinburgh: T & T Clarke, 1865), 13.

II. Historical Background
A. Archaeological Evidence for the Structure of City-States in Canaan During the Time of Joshua - The land of Canaan during the time of Joshua was made up of fragmented city-states. Each city had a "king," who influences a small area. These kings joined together in battle against Joshua and the children of Israel during the Conquest. Work in biblical archaeology now supports this political view of the land of Canaan during the time of Joshua. In 1887 a peasant, digging in the ruins of Tell el-Amarna, found a number of clay, cuneiform tablets, which were a portion of an ancient, royal Egyptian archive. The site of these ruins was later excavated by Professor Petrie in 1891-92, who discovered more tablets, with additional excavations providing new tablets. These Amarna Tablets of the fourteenth century B.C. contain correspondence between the Egyptian pharaohs and his vassal Canaanite kings, suggesting that the land of Canaan prior to the conquest by Joshua consisted of many independent city-states having its own government, kings and armies. 12] This description agrees with that given in the Scriptures of the land of Canaan before and during the Conquest of Joshua.

12] William L. Moran, ed, The Amarna Letters, trans. William L. Moran (Baltimore, Maryland: John Hopkins University Press, c 1987, 1992), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

III. Authorship
Internal and external evidence suggests the book of Joshua was the primary author, with the book receiving its final editing during the time of Ezra the priest after the Babylonian Captivity.

A. Internal Evidence- Internal evidence supports the fact that Joshua was the primary author of the book of Joshua with a later editing added by the time the Scriptures reached their last compilation. We find this same evidence with the authorship of Moses and the Pentateuch.

1. The author passed over Jordan with children of Israel. Therefore, he was an eyewitness of this event.

Joshua 5:1, "And it came to pass, when all the kings of the Amorites, which were on the side of Jordan westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, which were by the sea, heard that the LORD had dried up the waters of Jordan from before the children of Israel, until we were passed over, that their heart melted, neither was there spirit in them any more, because of the children of Israel."

Joshua 5:6, "For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people that were men of war, which came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they obeyed not the voice of the LORD: unto whom the LORD sware that he would not shew them the land, which the LORD sware unto their fathers that he would give us, a land that floweth with milk and honey."

2. Joshua wrote "these words."

Joshua 24:26, "And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God, and took a great stone, and set it up there under an oak, that was by the sanctuary of the LORD."

3. The first verse in the book of Judges suggests that the same person edited or composed both the book of Joshua and the book of Judges. Both opening verses begin in the same way by referring to the death of the main character in the previous work.

Joshua 1:1, "Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses" minister, saying,"

Judges 1:1, "Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass, that the children of Israel asked the LORD, saying, Who shall go up for us against the Canaanites first, to fight against them?"

4. The book of Joshua and Judges contain a number of parallel passages.

a. The death of Joshua is referred to in Joshua 24:29-32 and Judges 1:1.

a. Joshua 24:31 and Judges 2:7 are almost the same words.

Joshua 24:31, "And Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua , and all the days of the elders that overlived Joshua , and which had known all the works of the LORD, that he had done for Israel."

Judges 2:7, "And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua , and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua , who had seen all the great works of the LORD, that he did for Israel."

b. Caleb"s conquest of Hebron, which took place after Joshua"s death, is recorded in Joshua 14:6-15 and Judges 1:10-16.

c. Othniel's conquest of Debir is found in Joshua 15:15-20 and Judges 1:11-15, which event took place after the death of Joshua according to the book of Judges.

d) The Danite migration is recorded in Joshua 19:47 and Judges 18:1-31, which took place after Joshua"s death

5. Joshua 18:9 suggests that the leaders of the tribes who surveyed the land put their surveys in writing. These surveys were very likely copied into the sections on the divisions of the land that list the cities and boundaries of each tribe of Israel.

It is most probable that Joshua was the primary author of the book of Joshua , while someone else composed the book into the form we have today at a later date, most likely during the time of Ezra the scribe. It is likely that this same editor composed both Joshua and Judges in its final form because some passages are duplicated. 

B. External Evidence- If we look outside of biblical literature for clues to authorship and into other ancient Jewish literature from which much Jewish tradition is found, we read in the Talmud that says that Joshua wrote his own book as well as the final passage of the Pentateuch that tells about the death of Moses ( Deuteronomy 34:5-12).

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 13]

13] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

Thus, according to Jewish tradition, Joshua is the most likely person to have compiled the Pentateuch as well as having recorded some of the material found in the book of Joshua.

IV. Date
The book of Joshua covers about a thirty-year period of Israel"s history under the leadership of Joshua , as Moses" successor. Some scholars suggest that the Exodus took place as early as 1446 B.C, 14] when Joshua was forty years old ( Joshua 14:7). He would have been eighty years old when he led the conquest of Canaan after the forty-year wilderness journey ( Exodus 16:35). He was eighty-five years old at the end of the Conquest ( Joshua 14:10), and he died at the age of one hundred and ten ( Joshua 24:29), thirty years after entering the Promised Land and seventy years after the Exodus. We may then estimate the date of his death at 1376 B.C. 

14] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R.K. Harrison, in Nelson"s Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Revised Edition (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "The Exodus."

Joshua 14:7, "Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadeshbarnea to espy out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in mine heart."

Exodus 16:35, "And the children of Israel did eat manna forty years, until they came to a land inhabited; they did eat manna, until they came unto the borders of the land of Canaan."

Joshua 14:10, "And now, behold, the LORD hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years, even since the LORD spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness: and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old."

Joshua 24:29, "And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being an hundred and ten years old."

If the phrase "unto this day" is used in dating the authorship of the book of Judges , it can be noted that the author lived during the time of Rahab, the harlot (see Joshua 6:25) and before King David took Jerusalem from the Jebusites in 2 Samuel 5:6-10 (see Joshua 15:63). Rahab was still living when the book was written (see Joshua 6:25).

Joshua 4:9, "And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests which bare the ark of the covenant stood: and they are there unto this day."

Joshua 5:9, "And the LORD said unto Joshua , This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal unto this day."

Joshua 6:25, "And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her father"s household, and all that she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even unto this day; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho."

Joshua 7:26, "And they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this day. So the LORD turned from the fierceness of his anger. Wherefore the name of that place was called, The valley of Achor, unto this day."

Joshua 8:28-29, "And Joshua burnt Ai, and made it an heap for ever, even a desolation unto this day. And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree until eventide: and as soon as the sun was down, Joshua commanded that they should take his carcase down from the tree, and cast it at the entering of the gate of the city, and raise thereon a great heap of stones, that remaineth unto this day."

Joshua 9:27, "And Joshua made them that day hewers of wood and drawers of water for the congregation, and for the altar of the LORD, even unto this day, in the place which he should choose."

Joshua 10:27, "And it came to pass at the time of the going down of the sun, that Joshua commanded, and they took them down off the trees, and cast them into the cave wherein they had been hid, and laid great stones in the cave"s mouth, which remain until this very day."

Joshua 13:13, "Nevertheless the children of Israel expelled not the Geshurites, nor the Maachathites: but the Geshurites and the Maachathites dwell among the Israelites until this day."

Joshua 14:14, "Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this day, because that he wholly followed the LORD God of Israel."

Joshua 15:63, "As for the Jebusites the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the children of Judah could not drive them out: but the Jebusites dwell with the children of Judah at Jerusalem unto this day."

Joshua 16:10, "And they drave not out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer: but the Canaanites dwell among the Ephraimites unto this day, and serve under tribute."

It is very likely that the writings and words of Joshua were collected into book form by someone of Joshua's generation, perhaps during the judgeship of Othniel, because of the interest in characters of Caleb and Othniel within the book of Joshua. The events of Othniel's victory probably took place between 1370,1330 B.C. Therefore, a date of 1400 B.C. to 1375 B.C. for the book's initial composition would be realistic, with the final editing and composition of all of the Old Testament books taking place during the time of Ezra the scribe.

V. Recipients
VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 15]

15] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the children of Israel in the wilderness, the author of the book of Joshua chose to write using the literary style of the historical narrative. Thus, the book of Joshua is assigned to the literary genre called "historical narrative literature." 

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 16]

16] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Joshua , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Joshua for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
VIII. Thematic Scheme
A. Primary Theme (Foundational) - Serving the Lord With All of our Strength- The Historical books teach us how to serve the Lord with all of our strength as we offer our bodies as living sacrifices ( Romans 12:1). They give us examples of those who did so and of those who failed to do so. This theme is revealed in the opening passage to the Historical books when the Lord tells Joshua that if they would come to know His Word, then they would make their way prosperous and have good success.

Joshua 1:8, "This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success."

The books of Joshua ,, Judges , and Ruth serve as three witnesses of how to serve the Lord before the kingdom of Israel. The books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles serve as three witnesses of how to serve the Lord during the kingdom of Israel. The books of Ezra ,, Nehemiah , and Esther serve as three witnesses of how to serve the Lord after the kingdom of Israel.

Thus the historical books give us examples of how the children of Israel served the Lord with all of their strength and prospered and also of how they disobeyed and fell back into poverty and lack through divine discipline.

B. Structural Theme (Structural) - God Provides His Children Rest - The secondary theme of the book of Joshua reveals that God provides rest for the children of Israel. 

C. Third Theme (Imperative) - Meditating upon God's Word in Order to Made Decisions- The third, imperative theme of the book of Joshua can be found it is opening passages. Perhaps the most popular verse in this Old Testament book is Joshua 1:8, which tells us that "This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success." Now Joshua's calling ( Joshua 1:1-9) falls under God's original command to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden to be fruitful and multiply and to take dominion over the earth. In this command, God was referring to the multiplication of a righteous people. Thus, Joshua was simply building upon the foundation laid by his predecessor Moses. We see God's original plan for mankind is still being given to His children of righteousness, who are the children of Israel during the time of Moses and Joshua up until the time of the New Testament church. The command to be fruitful and to multiply has never changed and will be given again to the apostles in the Great Commission by our Resurrected Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, for He will command the apostles to go and to train, or to make disciples, of all nations. In other words, the Church was to be fruitful and multiply and subdue the earth. This was God's original plan for mankind and this plan has not changed in the least. The Gospel of Matthew serves as the training manual by which the Church is to go and make disciples just as the Law of Moses found in the Pentateuch served as Joshua' guide to fulfill his divine calling and destiny; for the Gospel of Matthew is structured into five major discourses which parallel and build upon the five books of the Pentateuch. The Great Commission is found in the first book of the New Testament and therefore serves to lay the foundation for the work of the New Testament Church. We find in the book of Acts how the early Church followed this command. In the same way, the book of Joshua serves as an example and a pattern for the nation of Israel in subduing the nations around them. 

Joshua 1:8 gives us the pattern of how Joshua was to fulfil his divine commission. He was to spend time meditating upon God's Word in order to know how to lead the nation of Israel into success. As we examine the stories found within the book of Joshua , we find that they serve as an example of Joshua's ability to hear God's voice and follow divine instructions. We can see how Joshua practiced this command on a daily in a practical way, which will also serve as an example to us. In the story of the Gibeonites and how they deceived the elders of Israel ( Joshua 9:1-27), we find an example of Joshua's failure to wait upon the Lord before making a decision. The Gibeonites, who were of the land of Canaan, came to the children of Israel and convinced them that they were from a foreign land and made a covenant with them, which thing Moses had strictly forbidden them to do (see Exodus 23:32; Exodus 34:12). 

Exodus 23:32, "Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with their gods."

Exodus 34:12, "Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, lest it be for a snare in the midst of thee."

This covenant was made because Joshua did not first "seek counsel from the Lord" ( Joshua 9:14). In other words, Joshua should have withdrawn himself in prayer and meditation after listening to the voice of the Gibeonites and of the elders of Israel. In this way, Joshua would have also heard God's counsel and been able to make a wise decision. This is the procedure that God had given Joshua to follow. But too often, we as Christians neglect this procedure because it appears as an encumbrance in our busy day or because of peer pressure from those around us. Also, we are not sure how to hear from God through waiting on Him in prayer and meditation because we have not practiced this procedure often enough. Therefore, we often attempt to make decisions after hearing only on voice. But does not the Scriptures say in Proverbs 18:17 that "He that is first in his own cause seemeth just; but his neighbour cometh and searcheth him"? In other words, the first voice appears to be the right information until the second voice is heard and "searches out," or corrects or evaluates, the first voice. This is the way that God instructed Joshua to make a decision.

Illustration- Let's take a practical example from my missionary work in Africa. When I took over the management of Lighthouse Television in July 1999, I could not make any decision without first consulting the board of directors of this company. At first, this was indeed cumbersome and the office work proceeded rather slowly. But this procedure was critical and necessary in those early stages of managing a Christian ministry in a foreign land. Through the years, however, I was released to make many daily decisions because these decisions were based upon the precedence set by former decisions of similar circumstances. Things began to move a little more briskly in the office because I could now make some of the more simple decisions. But there are always new and challenging situations that require the counsel of the board of directors. This procedure will never be abandoned. 

This is the procedure that God commanded Joshua to follow. When he followed them, his decisions were successful. When he disobeyed, those decisions brought problems. In the case of the Gibeonites, we read later how King Saul yielded to the temptation of violating this covenant and this act of disobedience brought judgment upon the nation of Israel during the reign of King David. As a result, Saul's decision brought much ruin upon the nation before David sought God for a remedy and healed the land with the death of seven of Saul's sons.

IX. Literary Structure 
X. Outline of Book
I. Intro: Joshua's Divine Commission— Joshua 1:1-9
II. Israel Prepares for the Conquest— Joshua 1:10 to Joshua 5:15
A. Joshua's First Command to Israel as Their Leader— Joshua 1:10-18
B. The Story of Rahab the Harlot and the Two Spies— Joshua 2:1-24
C. Israel Crosses Over the Jordan River— Joshua 3:1 to Joshua 4:24
D. The Men of Israel Are Circumcised— Joshua 5:1-12
E. The Captain of the Lord of Hosts— Joshua 5:13-15
III. The Conquest of Canaan— Joshua 6:1 to Joshua 12:24
A. Israel Destroys Jericho— Joshua 6:1-27
B. Israel's Defeat at Ai and the Judgment of Achan— Joshua 7:1-26
C. Israel Defeats Ai— Joshua 8:1-29
D. Israel Renews Its Covenant with the Lord— Joshua 8:30-35
E. Israel's Covenant with the Gibeonites— Joshua 9:1-27
F. The Southern Campaign— Joshua 10:1-43
G. The Northern Campaign— Joshua 11:1-15
H. Summary of the Conquest of Canaan— Joshua 11:16-23
I. List of Conquered Kings— Joshua 12:1-24
—1. List of Kings Conquered by Moses— Joshua 12:1-6
2. List of Kings Conquered by Joshua— Joshua 12:7-24
IV. The Division of the Promised Land— Joshua 13:1 to Joshua 21:45
A. Intro: Joshua's Divine Charge to Divine the Land— Joshua 13:1-7
B. The Division of the Land East of Jordan— Joshua 13:8-33
1. Description of the Land East of Jordan— Joshua 13:8-14
2. The Allotment to Reuben— Joshua 13:15-23
3. The Allotment to Gad— Joshua 13:24-28
4. The Allotment to Half Manasseh— Joshua 13:29-33
C. The Division of the Land West of Jordan— Joshua 14:1 to Joshua 21:42
1. Introduction— Joshua 14:1-5
2. The Allotment to Judah— Joshua 14:6 to Joshua 15:63
Caleb's Inheritance— Joshua 14:6-15
The Allotment to Judah— Joshua 15:1-12
Caleb Takes His Inheritance— Joshua 15:13-19
The Cities of Judah's Allotment— Joshua 15:20-63
3. The Allotment to Joseph— Joshua 16:1 to Joshua 17:18
Description of Joseph's Allotment— Joshua 16:1-4
The Allotment to Ephraim— Joshua 16:5-10
The Allotment to Half Manasseh— Joshua 17:1-13
Additional Land for Joseph— Joshua 17:14-18
4. The Allotment to the Other Ten Tribes— Joshua 18:1 to Joshua 21:42
Introduction— Joshua 18:1-9
The Allotment to Benjamin— Joshua 18:11-28
The Allotment to Simeon— Joshua 19:1-9
The Allotment to Zebulun— Joshua 19:10-16
The Allotment to Issachar— Joshua 19:17-23
The Allotment to Asher— Joshua 19:24-31
The Allotment to Naphtali— Joshua 19:32-39
The Allotment to Dan— Joshua 19:40-48
The Allotment to Joshua— Joshua 19:49-51
The Cities of Refuge— Joshua 20:1-9
The Allotment to the Levites— Joshua 21:1-42
D. Summary of Division of the Promised Land— Joshua 21:43-45
V. The Eastern Tribes Return to their Land— Joshua 22:1-34
A. Joshua Sends Eastern Tribes Home— Joshua 22:1-9
B. The Burnt Altar for a Memorial— Joshua 22:10-34
VI. Conclusion— Joshua 23:1 to Joshua 24:33
A. Joshua's Farwell Speeches— Joshua 23:1 to Joshua 24:28
B. The Death of Joshua and Eleazar— Joshua 24:29-33
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EXEGESIS AND COMMENTS
01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-9 

Joshua's Divine Commission (A Call to Be Fruitful and Multiply) - Joshua 1:1-9 contains the divine commission of Joshua. We often find a divine commission at the beginning of the story of God' servants in the Scriptures. We see in the book of Genesis that Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob each received their commissions at the beginning of their genealogies which divide the book of Genesis into major divisions. We also see how Moses received his divine commission near the beginning of his story found within Exodus to Deuteronomy. Joshua received his commission in the first few verses of the book of Joshua. Also, we see that Isaiah ,, Jeremiah , and Ezekiel each received a divine commission at the beginning of their ministries. The book of Ezra opens with a divine call to rebuild the Temple and the book of Nehemiah begins with a call to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, which callings Ezra and Nehemiah answered. In the New Testament, we find Paul the apostle receiving his divine commission in Acts 9:1-22 at the beginning of the lengthy section on Paul's life and ministry. 

Each of these divine callings can be found within God's original commission to Adam in the story of Creation to be fruitful and multiply. For these men were called to bring the about the multiplication of godly seeds. The patriarchs were called to multiply and produce a nation of righteousness. Moses was called to bring Israel out of bondage, but missed his calling to bring them into the Promised Land. Joshua was called to bring them in to the land. Esther was called to preserve the seed of Israel as was Noah, while Ezra and Nehemiah were called to bring them back into the Promised Land. All of the Judges , the kings and the prophets were called to call the children of Israel out of sin and bondage and into obedience and prosperity. They were all called to bring God's children out of bondage and destruction and into God's blessings and multiplication. The stories in the Old Testament show us that some of these men fulfilled their divine commission while others either fell short through disobedience or were too wicked to hear their calling from God.

Joshua's calling falls under God's original command to Adam and Eve while in the Garden of Eden to be fruitful and multiply and to take dominion over the earth. In this command, God was referring to the multiplication of a righteous people. Thus, Joshua was simply building upon the foundation laid by his predecessor Moses. We see God's original plan for mankind is still being given to His children of righteousness, who are the children of Israel during the time of Moses and Joshua up until the time of the New Testament church. The command to be fruitful and to multiply has never changed and will be given again to the apostles in the Great Commission by our Resurrected Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, for He will command the apostles to go and to train, or to make disciples, of all nations. In other words, the Church was to be fruitful and multiply and subdue the earth. This was God's original plan for mankind and this plan has not changed in the least. The Gospel of Matthew serves as the training manual by which the Church is to go and make disciples just as the Law of Moses found in the Pentateuch served as Joshua' guide to fulfil his divine calling and destiny; for the Gospel of Matthew is structured into five major discourses which parallel and built upon the five books of the Pentateuch. The Great Commission is found in the first book of the New Testament and therefore serves to lay the foundation for the work of the New Testament Church. We find in the book of Acts how the early Church followed this command. In the same way, the book of Joshua serves as an example and a pattern for the nation of Israel in subduing the nations around them in order to fulfil Israel's "Great Commission" of taking dominion over the earth.

However, one difference in Israel's divine commission and the Church's divine commission is that Israel was given the Promised Land to live in and to become a witness of God's love and redemption for mankind. In contrast, the Church was not given land, but rather told to go into all of the nations and become witnesses of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

In Joshua 1:1-9 God gives Joshua a specific and clear two-fold commission. As with the patriarchs Joshua had a destiny to fulfil, a divine calling to obey and accomplish. We see in Joshua 1:2-5 that God commanded Joshua to take possession of the Promised Land, and in Joshua 1:6 he is told to divide it by lot among the twelve tribes of Israel. The Lord then gives Joshua the divine rules for him to follow in order to accomplish this otherwise impossible task ( Joshua 1:7-9).

Joshua 1:1-9 — Joshua's Divine Commission (God's Method of Preparing Joshua in Order to Fulfil His Divine Commission) - Joshua 1:8 reveals to us how God created the human to respond to information. We find within this verse how God created the human body to respond to information. God created man as a three-fold creature: spirit, soul (or mind) and body. He gave to us five senses, or five sense gates, within our physical bodies whereby all information has access to our minds. These are called our seeing, our hearing, our smell, our taste and our touch. These sense gates of the human body are the method by which all external information reaches our minds for processing in order for man to make decisions about his surroundings and circumstances. The human mind is created to then process this information through its ability to reason and through a person's emotions. God created the man to be more reason-oriented while the woman tends to be more emotion-oriented. The human spirit, also called the heart of Prayer of Manasseh , then examines the evidence and speaks to the mind through man's conscience, for God has created the conscience to be the voice of the spirit. Here lies man's opportunity to meditate and learn to listen to his conscience and to the voice of God. The mind, where the human will lies, then chooses whether to receive or reject this information that it has received and to either obey or to disobey his conscience. Then, based upon whether a person listens to external information or to his heart and conscience, he makes a decision as to how to respond to such information. Thus, the third make-up of Prayer of Manasseh , the human body, is commanded what to do in order to have victory over his circumstance. 

We learn from Joshua 1:8 that when a person has allowed God's Word to continually enter through the gates of seeing and hearing, the mind becomes programmed to respond to this information more readily than to his circumstances. This is because God's Word is now dominating his thoughts. But this takes place in the life of a person who has learned to humble himself and to receive God's Word as his primary source of information. With such an attitude of the heart, the person learns what God's Word says to do in all circumstances and he then learns how to exercise himself according to the teachings revealed within God's Word. 

This process will work for anyone because we have all been created with this same three-fold make up. This is why God tells us in Proverbs 22:6 to "train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it." Why will a child not depart: because such a child has been programmed how to behave and conduct his life in the midst of all circumstances through parental training and discipline. This is a natural process that will take place within every human being and not something that we hope our child will grasp. It is a sure and certain process. If our children depart from God, it is because the parents failed somewhat in their training. Divine training is a natural process that works within the three-fold human make up for God has created the human to respond through such training and discipline.

Meditating upon God's Word is the process by which faith is developed, for we read in Romans 10:17 that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. This is the method by which fear is driven out of our heart. This is why God commands three times in this one passage to be strong and of good courage, since this leader must be able to overcome fear in order to fulfil his destiny and divine calling.

Therefore, we see within this passage that God not only gives Joshua his divine commission, but He also tells him that it will be fulfilled by being strong and courageous. God gives Joshua the method by which strength and courage are developed in the human heart. Joshua did go on to fulfil his calling by God, which means that he did mediate in God's Word and develop the strength and courage to obey God's Word. Unfortunately, this was not the case for most of the kings of Israel during the period of the kingdom.

Joshua 1:1 Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses" minister, saying, 
Joshua 1:1 — "Now…it came to pass" - Comments- A number of books in the Old Testament begins with the common Hebrew idiom "and it came to pass" ( וַיְהִי), made from the conjunction ( ו) "and" and the imperfect verb ( הָיָה) "to be." Douglas Stuart identifies the books that commence with this Hebrew construction as Joshua ,, Judges ,, 1 Samuel ,, Ruth ,, Esther ,, Jonah , and Lamentations (LXX). 17] This phrase is used at least three hundred eighty eight (388) times in the Old Testament to begin narrative stories, and to move the plot from one scene to another within the narrative material. Although some of the books listed above are a part of a collection of narratives that follow each other in a chronological order, Stuart believes this opening phrase is intended to begin a new book. 

17] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -, Jonah , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), "Introduction: Form/Structure/Setting."

Regarding the book of Joshua , the view that it is an entirely independent book is supported by the fact that the Pentateuch, as a collection of five books, had a definitive conclusion The a section of poetry ( Deuteronomy 32-33) and the epilogue ( Deuteronomy 34) serve to conclude this collection of books. 18] The term "Hexateuch" was first applied to the Pentateuch and the book of Joshua by J. Wellhausen (1876) in the belief that they were all "compiled from a single set of literary sources." 19] However, the book of Joshua has been historically collected with the prophetic books in the 3-fold arrangement of the Hebrew Bible, and with the historical books in the 4-fold arrangement of the English Bible. 20] Sailhamer explains that the opening passage of the book of Joshua ( Joshua 1:7) is intended on acknowledging the Pentateuch, and thus, must be interpreted in light of these preceding books. 21] In other words, the events that take place in Joshua cannot be understood without a prior understanding of the theology of the Pentateuch.

18] John H. Sailhamer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, c 1995), 210.

19] F. L. Cross, ed, "Hexateuch," in The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983), 645. See also A. Kuenen, An Historical-Critical Inquiry into the Origin and Composition of the Hexateuch (Pentateuch and Book of Joshua) (London: MacMillan and Company, 1886).

20] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 89-90.

21] John H. Sailhamer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, c 1995), 238.

Joshua 1:1 — "after the death of Moses the servant of the Lord" - Comments- Only a few individuals are called servants of the Lord in the Old Testament. It is used of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Caleb, David, and Zerubbabel.

Joshua 1:1 — "that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses" minister, saying" - Comments- The book of Joshua opens with the Lord telling Joshua that Moses was dead, an event that was weighing heavily upon his mind. The Lord was telling him this to get him focused upon his future calling, rather than looking back. In such difficult times God often speaks to us. We can imagine how the children of Israel felt when their leader, the man who had led them for forty years out of Egypt and through the wilderness. Joshua needed to step forward and give the Israelites a word from the Lord to confirm his ability to lead in a similar manner. We see God speaking to Isaiah when King Uzziah died ( Isaiah 6:1), and giving him a divine commission in a similar way that God gave Joshua his commission.

Isaiah 6:1, "In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple."

"Joshua the son of Nun, Moses" minister" - Comments- We see in Joshua 1:1 the divine principle of God promoting those into an office who first serve in the ministry of helps. Joshua was a faithful servant to Moses long before he became a leader. This principle is seen under the old covenant as well as the new. For example, David served under King Saul before becoming king. Philip served as a deacon in the early Church before becoming an evangelist

Joshua 1:1 — Comments- Joshua 1:1 refers back to the epilogue of Deuteronomy , which gives us the account of the death of Moses. It tells us what came to pass after Moses' death, so that it serves to lead us into the next phase of Joshua's new leadership over Israel and their conquest of the Canaanites and settlement of the Promised Land.

Joshua 1:2 Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel. 
Joshua 1:2 — "Moses my servant is dead" - Comments- The first statement that the Lord said to Joshua is recorded in Joshua 1:2. We have no other record of the Lord speaking to Joshua before this time of God giving him divine commission. It was necessary for Joshua to first understand that Moses was not coming back, that he was dead. The elders had watched as Moses departed from the camp and made his way from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo. He must have then returned from this mountain to a certain valley where he simply rested himself and gave up the ghost and was buried. Thus, Joshua and the elders needed a supernatural word from the Lord that Moses was indeed dead, that they no longer needed to wait for his return, but to prepare themselves to cross over the river Jordan and possess the land. So for Joshua , these words that "Moses my servant is dead" served as a closure for that time of waiting and looking to Moses as their leader, through whom the Lord spoke so clearly and accurately.

Joshua 1:2 — "thou, and all this people" - Comments- Mike Bickle describes an encounter with the Lord in 1983regarding the responsibility of helping the Lord lead the Church into maturity. One morning in prayer he was complaining about the heavy responsibility of pastoring a congregation of five hundred people. He said he was simply pleased with perfecting holiness in his own life. The Lord spoke to him Joshua 1:2, "Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel." The Lord then quickened a question to him, "What is more important on earth than a holy person." While being puzzled with such a question, the Lord answered, "A whole generation of holy people." The Lord explained that He wanted not only the pastor, but the whole church to inherit the land. 22] In other words, in the life of a mature believer the most important thing to the Lord becomes his willingness to lead other believers into Heaven.

22] Mike Bickle, Session 20 - The Bride's Final Intercession and Revelation ( Song of Solomon 8:8-14), in Song of Songs (Kansas City, Missouri: International House of Prayer, 1998), 5-6.

Joshua 1:3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses. 
Joshua 1:3 — "Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you" - Comments- The Lord spoke a similar promise to Abraham after separating from Lot.

Genesis 13:17, "Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee."

Joshua 1:3 — "as I said unto Moses" - Comments- This statement is recorded in Deuteronomy 11:24.

Deuteronomy 11:24, "Every place whereon the soles of your feet shall tread shall be yours: from the wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphrates, even unto the uttermost sea shall your coast be."

Joshua 1:4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast.
Joshua 1:4 — Comments- The wilderness, called the Wilderness of Sin, represents the southern border of the nation of Israel ( Numbers 34:3). Lebanon represents its northern border. The river Euphrates represents the eastern border. The great sea is the Mediterranean Sea, representing the western border of the land of Israel.

Numbers 34:3, "Then your south quarter shall be from the wilderness of Zin along by the coast of Edom, and your south border shall be the outmost coast of the salt sea eastward:"

Note that the kingdom of Israel reached these boundaries for a short period of time during the reign of King Solomon.

1 Kings 4:21, "And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the river unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border of Egypt: they brought presents, and served Solomon all the days of his life."

Joshua 1:3-4 — Comments - Every Place Your Foot Shall Tread - In Joshua 1:3-4 God promised to give the children of Israel every piece of land that they walked upon, marking a huge boundary that went beyond the area of the Canaanites, reaching unto the Euphrates River. However, the children of Israel were going to have to take possession of this land through warfare, as mentioned in the next verse ( Joshua 1:5). 

Illustration - Applying God's mandate to Joshua in the opening passage to go in and take the land of Canaan, God has also given the New Testament Church a similar mandate which is commonly called the Great Commission, taken from Matthew 28:18-20. The Church is called to preach the Gospel to all nations, converting souls and discipling these nations. I was with Andrew Wommack and his ministry team when we flew to the primitive region of Kamaroja in north eastern Uganda, East Africa, on 20 October 2012. The local pastor took us to a village and brought us into one of their huts, where they were roasting rats for lunch on an open fire. As a result of this trip, Andrew Wommack decided to take the Gospel of Jesus Christ to this primitive people group. He would evangelize them using the Jesus film; and he would disciple them using a curriculum called Discipleship Evangelism. He would have the pastor over this district of Kamaroja organize the twenty-two churches under his fellowship to take this task as their personal, divine mandate. Four church members would be chosen from each of the twenty-two churches and discipled using the Discipleship Evangelism curriculum. They would, in turn, disciple other church members. I observed how Andrew Wommack determined to reach out to this group of primitive people when he set his feet upon their soil. The Lord then gave him wisdom about organizing this effort. Thus, the Lord will give us divine wisdom to take a people group and a nation if we will simply determine to fulfil the Great Commission.

Joshua 1:6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them. 
Joshua 1:6 — Comments- Kenneth Copeland defines courage as a decision and not a feeling. By this, he means that it is the sheer determination to choose to obey the Word of God when circumstances, feelings, and every other natural force contradict God's will. 23]

23] Kenneth Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Joshua 1:7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. 
Joshua 1:6-7 — Comments - God's Charge to Joshua Similar to Moses' Charge- God's command to Joshua in Joshua 1:6-7 is similar to Moses" command in Deuteronomy 31:7-8; Deuteronomy 31:23.

Deuteronomy 31:7-8, "And Moses called unto Joshua , and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good courage: for thou must go with this people unto the land which the LORD hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed."

Deuteronomy 31:23, "And he gave Joshua the son of Nun a charge, and said, Be strong and of a good courage: for thou shalt bring the children of Israel into the land which I sware unto them: and I will be with thee."

This command is also similar to the promise that Jesus gave the disciples in the Great Commission, when He said that He would be with them always.

Matthew 28:20, "Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen."

Hebrews 13:5, "Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."

Joshua 1:8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.
Joshua 1:8 — "This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth" - Comments - Speaking God's Word over our circumstances is the final step in success in life. Looking at Joshua 1:8 as a series of steps, it tells us to read God's Word, then meditate on it, and finally, to speak it forth over our circumstances during the course of our day.

Joshua 1:8 — "but thou shalt meditate therein day and night" - Comments- When we meditate, we "think about," and "ponder with our minds." We meditate every day. The world meditates upon fear and this is called "worry." A person can worry while he is busy by thinking about his problems, or a person can meditate on God's Word while he is also busy, thinking about Scripture verses that apply to his situation. A child of God is to meditate upon God's Word and this builds faith in the heart; for meditation is the avenue by which information becomes revelation. The phrase "day and night" simply means "continually" or "on a regular basis." It means to take a regular and perhaps designated time each to wait upon God in order to learn to hear His voice. It also means that we allow our minds to allow the Word of God to become a part of each activity that we involve ourselves during the course of our work day. 

Joshua 1:8 — "then thou shalt have good success" - Comments- Anyone who has ever became a success in life will realize that true success in life is based on relationships, that Isaiah , relationships with a husband, a wife, a business colleague, a pastor. Failure in life comes from having poor habits of relating to people.

Joshua 1:8 — Comments - The Theme of the Book of Joshua - Joshua 1:8 is a very popular verse for preachers today and is often used as a sermon text. There is a reason for such interest in this verse. It stands as the key verse that states the theme of the book of Joshua as well as the theme of the historical books of the Old Testament. The historical books teach us how to serve the Lord with all of our strength. They give us examples of those who did so and of those who failed to do so. This theme is revealed in the opening passage to the Historical books when the Lord tells Joshua that if they would come to know His Word, then they would make their way prosperous and have good success.

Joshua 1:8, "This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success."

Thus the historical books give us examples of how the children of Israel served the Lord and prospered and how they disobeyed and fell into lack and divine discipline.

Joshua 1:8 — Comments - God's Plan of Servanthood before Promotion- God's commandment to Joshua as the leader of God's people Israel is basically the same teaching and commandment that must be heeded by any man today who is placed in a position to lead God's children if success is to come. Joshua had already been imparted an anointing and a spirit of wisdom while serving as Moses' assistance, and by the laying on of hands as Moses' successor ( Numbers 27:22-23, Deuteronomy 34:9). Ministers of the Gospel follow this same pattern of servanthood today in God's plan of promotion for church leadership. This divine charge does not override the fact that Joshua had to study the Word of God, as we also must study God"s Word daily, although we walk in an anointing in a ministry.

Numbers 27:22-23, "And Moses did as the LORD commanded him: and he took Joshua , and set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation: And he laid his hands upon him, and gave him a charge, as the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses."

Deuteronomy 34:9, "And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the children of Israel hearkened unto him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses."

Joshua 1:8 — Comments - God's Plan for Success- Joshua 1:8 gives us the pattern of how Joshua was to fulfil his divine commission. He was to spend time meditating upon God's Word in order to know how to lead the nation of Israel into success. As we examine the stories found within the book of Joshua , we find that they serve as an example of Joshua's ability to hear God's voice and follow divine instructions. We can see how Joshua practiced this command on a daily in a practical way, which will also serve as an example to us. In the story of the Gibeonites and how they deceived the elders of Israel ( Joshua 9:1-27), we find an example of Joshua's failure to wait upon the Lord before making a decision. The Gibeonites, who were of the land of Canaan, came to the children of Israel and convinced them that they were from a foreign land and made a covenant with them, which thing Moses had strictly forbidden them to do (see Exodus 23:32; Exodus 34:12). 

Exodus 23:32, "Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with their gods."

Exodus 34:12, "Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, lest it be for a snare in the midst of thee."

This covenant was made because Joshua did not first "seek counsel from the Lord ( Joshua 9:14). In other words, Joshua should have withdrawn himself in prayer and meditation after listening to the voice of the Gibeonites and of the elders of Israel. In this way, Joshua would have also heard God's counsel and been able to make a wise decision. This is the procedure that God had given Joshua to follow. But too often, we as Christians, neglect this procedure because it appears as an encumbrance in our busy day or because of peer pressure from those around us. Also, we are not sure how to hear from God through waiting on Him in prayer and meditation because we have not practiced this procedure often enough. Therefore, we often attempt to make decisions after hearing only on voice. But does not the Scriptures say in Proverbs 18:17 that "He that is first in his own cause seemeth just; but his neighbour cometh and searcheth him." In other words, the first voice appears to be the right information until the second voice is heard and "searches out," or corrects or evaluates, the first voice. This is the way that God instructed Joshua to make a decision.

Let's take a practical example from my missionary work in Africa. When I took over the management of Lighthouse Television in July 1999, I could not make any decision without first consulting the board of directors of this company. At first, this was indeed cumbersome and the office work proceeded rather slowly. But this procedure was critical and necessary in those early stages of managing a Christian ministry in a foreign land. Through the years, however, I was released to make many daily decisions because these decisions were based upon the precedence set by former decisions of similar circumstances. Things began to move a little more briskly in the office because I could now make some of the more simple decisions. But there are always new and challenging situations that require the counsel of the board of directors. This procedure will never be abandoned. 

This is the procedure that God commanded Joshua to follow. When he followed them, his decisions were successful. When he disobeyed, those decisions brought problems. In the case of the Gibeonites, we read later how King Saul yielded to the temptation of violating this covenant and this act of disobedience brought judgment upon the nation of Israel during the reign of King David. As a result, Saul's decision brought much ruin upon the nation before David sought God for a remedy and healed the land with the death of seven of Saul's sons.

Joshua 1:8 — Scripture References - Note a similar verse:

Psalm 1:2, "But his delight is in the law of the LORD and in his law doth he meditate day and night."

Joshua 1:9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.


Verses 10-18 

Joshua's First Command to Israel as Their Leader- God had commanded Joshua to meditate upon God's Word day and night ( Joshua 1:8). We then see in Joshua 1:10-15 how this time of meditation produced revelation and insight into the words of Moses and God's plan for the people of Israel. Joshua is then able to stand up with courage and command the people with words that are accurate and correct, words that come from the presence of God. God had a plan for this time and place in the life of His people and He has revealed it to Joshua their leader. The people responded positively with a willingness to follow Joshua's command ( Joshua 1:16-18).

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-24 

The Story of Rahab the Harlot and the Two Spies - Joshua 2:1-24 gives the account of Rahab the harlot hiding the two Israeli spies when they were sent out to spy out Jericho. 

This story contains a testimony of divine providence in the lives of Rahab as well as the two spies. God must have certainly orchestrated their meeting in Jericho. Although the Scriptures do not say that the Lord instructed Joshua to send out these spies, it was a custom that he has learned under the leadership of Moses. The Lord honoured Joshua's decision by protecting these two spies from harm.

Joshua 2:1 And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying, Go view the land, even Jericho. And they went, and came into an harlot"s house, named Rahab, and lodged there.
Joshua 2:1 — "And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying, Go view the land, even Jericho" - Comments- As Joshua learned to mediate upon God's Word ( Joshua 1:8), he received divine ideas and instructions on how to take the cities. Moses had used the strategy of sending spies into the land before them successfully in a previous encounter to defeat the Amorites ( Numbers 21:32). Joshua had been the commander of the army during the leadership of Moses and he most certainly remembered the twelve spies who were sent to spy our the land of Israel and how God judged them ( Numbers 13) as well as the other times that spies were used in order to prepare to take a city or a country. In addition, Moses had fought and taken many cities before during the wilderness journey. The book of Deuteronomy describes previous battles with Og, king of Bashan, where the children of Israel took sixty fortified cities ( Deuteronomy 3:4-5). Song of Solomon , Joshua was seasoned in battle before the conquest of Canaan.

Numbers 21:32, "And Moses sent to spy out Jaazer, and they took the villages thereof, and drove out the Amorites that were there."

Deuteronomy 3:4-5, "And we took all his cities at that time, there was not a city which we took not from them, threescore cities, all the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. All these cities were fenced with high walls, gates, and bars; beside unwalled towns a great many."

Joshua 2:1 — "And they went, and came into an harlot"s house, named Rahab, and lodged there - Comments- The harlot's house was most likely a public lodging place for travellers, which was probably infested with offers of prostitution, such as we see taking place in modern societies. 

Word Study on "an harlot"s" - In the Hebrew text the word "harlot" is made up of two words ( אִשָּׁה זֹונָה), which literally reads, "a woman (who) commits adultery."

1. A woman - Strong says the Hebrew word ""ishshah" ( אִשָּׁה) (H 802) means, "a woman, wife, female." The Enhanced Strong says it is a commonly used word in the Old Testament, being found 780 times, and is translated in the KJV as "wife 425, woman 324, one 10, married 5, female 2, misc 14."

2. A harlot - Hebrew "zanah" ( זָנָה) (H 2181) - This primitive root word means, "to commit adultery," with the added meanings, "to be a harlot, act as a harlot, commit fornication." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 93times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "...harlot 36, go a whoring 19, ...whoredom 15, whore 11, commit fornication 3, whorish 3, harlot + 08022, commit 1, continually 1, great 1, whore"s + 08021." Gesenius tells us that some commentators wrongly conclude that "zonah" ( זוֹנָ֛ה) is derived from "zun" ( זוּן) (H 2109), which means "to feed," so that Rahab is understood as "a hostess, a keeper of a house of entertainment." He understands this word to mean "to commit fornication." The LXX translates the Hebrew word ( זָנָה) as "porne," or "harlot," ( γυναικὸς πόρνης) which more likely reflects its ancient meaning. This meaning is supported by Hebrews 11:31 and James 2:25.

Hebrews 11:31, "By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace."

James 2:25, "Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?"

Word Study on "Rahab" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Rahab" ( רָחָב) (H 7343) means, "broad, wide." Strong says it literally means, "proud." PTW says it means, "broad." The Enhanced Strong says this name is used five times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Rahab 5." The other uses are found in Joshua 2:3; Joshua 6:17; Joshua 6:23; Joshua 6:25, all referring to this same individual. We find her mentioned in the New Testament in the genealogy of the Lord Jesus Christ ( Matthew 1:5). She is mentioned in the epistle of Hebrews as the woman, who by faith, delivered herself from the armies of Israel ( Hebrews 11:31). She is mentioned in the epistle of James as an example of works demonstrating a person's faith in God ( James 2:25).

Matthew 1:5, "And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse;"

Hebrews 11:31, "By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace."

James 2:25, "Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?"

Comments- Matthew Henry believes Rahab the harlot had already repented of her profession before she met the Israelite spies. 24] This is merely speculation and not the main point in the story. Her confession of faith in the God of Israel ( Joshua 2:9-11) serves to justify her in the eyes of God just as we are justified by our confession of faith in Jesus Christ and His work of Redemption on Calvary. We find her being justified in the sight of God by her confession of faith and by her works in Hebrews 11:31 and James 2:25. 

24] Matthew Henry, Joshua, in Matthew Henry"s Commentary on the Whole Bible, New Modern Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1991), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Joshua 2:1.

Scripture References - Note other Scripture references to Rahab, the harlot:

Joshua 2:1-24
Joshua 6:17-25
Matthew 1:5 - The name of Rachab listed in the genealogy of Jesus Christ is believed by most conservative scholars to be the same as Rahab the harlot of the book of Joshua.

Matthew 1:5, "And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse;"

Hebrews 11:31, "By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace."

James 2:25, "Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?"

Joshua 2:2 And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there came men in hither to night of the children of Israel to search out the country.
Joshua 2:2 — "And it was told the king of Jericho" - Comments- The land of Canaan was made up of a loosely knit group of city-states, each with their own king. We could compare its structure to modern-day Somalia, where there exists no formal government, but rather, warlords who control various areas of the nation. Each of these city-states in the land of Canaan had a king who yielded control over their immediate surroundings. We will read later during the height of Joshua's conquest of Canaan how some of these kings formed a coalition of forces to withstand the army of Israel. But in the early stages of this conquest these city states were not ready to defend one another, perhaps because they did not expect Israel's overwhelming success, or perhaps, it took a major crisis for them to lay aside their past differences and joint together in a common cause.

Joshua 2:9 And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you.
Joshua 2:9 — Scripture References - Note a similar Scripture: 

Exodus 23:27, "I will send my fear before thee, and will destroy all the people to whom thou shalt come, and I will make all thine enemies turn their backs unto thee."

Joshua 2:10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed.
Joshua 2:10 — "Og, whom ye utterly destroyed" - Comments- Moses destroyed sixty cities from the kingdom of Og.

Deuteronomy 3:4, "And we took all his cities at that time, there was not a city which we took not from them, threescore cities, all the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan."

Joshua 2:11 And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any Prayer of Manasseh , because of you: for the LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath.
Joshua 2:11 — "And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, remain any more courage in any Prayer of Manasseh , because of you" - Comments- This was prophesied in the Song of Moses ( Exodus 15:14). It was also prophesied by Moses while at Mount Sinai ( Exodus 23:27).

Exodus 15:14, "The people shall hear, and be afraid: sorrow shall take hold on the inhabitants of Palestina."

Exodus 23:27, "I will send my fear before thee, and will destroy all the people to whom thou shalt come, and I will make all thine enemies turn their backs unto thee."

Joshua 2:11 — "for the LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath" - Comments- This is Rahab"s confession of faith in YHWH. 

Joshua 2:18 Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let us down by: and thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, and all thy father"s household, home unto thee.
Joshua 2:18 — "thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let us down by" - Comments- The scarlet thread served as a protective covering over Rahab's household during the destruction of Jericho. It is also similar to the blood that was painted on the homes of the children of Israel during the first Passover night in the book of Exodus. Conservative scholars said that the scarlet thread is symbolic of redemption, as it represents the blood of Jesus Christ, which protects us from divine judgment and eternal damnation. Manley Beasley said that Rahab recognised herself as a sinner, hence, "the Harlot" was the title given to her. 25] 

25] Manley Beasley, Sermon in Chapel Service, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, 26 February 1983.

I have had several dreams through the years where I was in my home with other people. Then I looked outside to see a terrible storm or tornado coming. In the dream, I felt the assurance of God"s protection for both me and those in my house.

Joshua 2:20 And if thou utter this our business, then we will be quit of thine oath which thou hast made us to swear. 
Joshua 2:21 And she said, According unto your words, so be it. And she sent them away, and they departed: and she bound the scarlet line in the window. 
Joshua 2:20-21 — Comments - Rahab's Vow of Silence- Rahab did not dare discuss her faith in the God of Israel to the people in Jericho. This is an excellent illustration of Romans 14:22. 

Romans 14:22, "Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he alloweth."

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-24 

Israel Crosses Over the Jordan River - Joshua 3:1 to Joshua 4:24 records the account of Israel's crossing of the Jordan River.

Joshua 3:4 Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way heretofore.
Joshua 3:4 — Comments- The children of Israel had been led through the wilderness for forty years by a divine manifestation of a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. There were perhaps several million Israelites crossing over the Jordan River. They needed to see those leading them in order to walk in the right direction, since they no longer had the cloud or pillar of fire to guide them. Therefore, Joshua sent the Levites with the ark ahead of them two thousand cubits. They were now to be led by faith in the Word and the Law of God.

Joshua 3:7 And the LORD said unto Joshua , This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee.
Joshua 3:7 — Comments- Unbelievers and those weak in their faith in God need a sign and a wonder to stimulate their faith. God was going to work a miracle for the children of Israel so that they would be willing to follow and obey Joshua.

Joshua 3:15 And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the time of harvest,)
Joshua 3:15 — Comments- The waters of the Jordan River returned to its normal flow in Joshua 4:18.

Joshua 4:18, "And it came to pass, when the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD were come up out of the midst of Jordan, and the soles of the priests" feet were lifted up unto the dry land, that the waters of Jordan returned unto their place, and flowed over all his banks, as they did before."

Joshua 4:13 About forty thousand prepared for war passed over before the LORD unto battle, to the plains of Jericho.
Joshua 4:13 — "About forty thousand prepared for war" - Comments- According to the last census taken in Numbers 26 :

Reuben was 43 ,730 men of war ( Numbers 26:7).

Gad was 40 ,500 men of war ( Numbers 26:18).

Manasseh was 52 ,700 men of war ( Numbers 26:34).

The grand total Isaiah 136 ,930 men of war in these three tribes. 

If you count half of Prayer of Manasseh , the number of men able to go to war was 110 ,580 men. Song of Solomon , if around 40 ,000 men crossed over, this left about 70 ,000 men who stayed with their wives and children. Therefore, about one third of the men from these tribes crossed over, and two thirds stayed in their territories.

Joshua 4:14 On that day the LORD magnified Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they feared him, as they feared Moses, all the days of his life.
Joshua 4:14 — Comments- People will reverence and obey those whom they fear, just like a young child fears and obeys his father. Israel served God all of Joshua's days ( Joshua 24:31), but forsook God quickly afterwards ( Judges 2:10).

Joshua 24:31, "And Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua , and all the days of the elders that overlived Joshua , and which had known all the works of the LORD, that he had done for Israel." (almost the same verse as Judges 2:6)

Judges 2:10, "And also all that generation (Joshua"s generation) were gathered unto their fathers: and there arose another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel."

Joshua 4:18 And it came to pass, when the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD were come up out of the midst of Jordan, and the soles of the priests" feet were lifted up unto the dry land, that the waters of Jordan returned unto their place, and flowed over all his banks, as they did before.
Joshua 4:18 — Comments- The waters of the Jordan River were stopped in Joshua 3:15.

Joshua 3:15, "And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the time of harvest,)"

04 Chapter 4 
05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-12 

The Men of Israel Are Circumcised - Joshua 5:1-12 records the circumcision of the men of Israel who came out of the forty-year wilderness journey

Joshua 5:1 And it came to pass, when all the kings of the Amorites, which were on the side of Jordan westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, which were by the sea, heard that the LORD had dried up the waters of Jordan from before the children of Israel, until we were passed over, that their heart melted, neither was there spirit in them any more, because of the children of Israel.
Joshua 5:1 — Comments- This fear in the hearts of the Canaanites was a fulfilment of God"s promise to the children of Israel while in the wilderness. This was prophesied in the Song of Moses ( Exodus 15:14). It was also prophesied by Moses while at Mount Sinai ( Exodus 23:27).

Exodus 15:14, "The people shall hear, and be afraid: sorrow shall take hold on the inhabitants of Palestina."

Exodus 23:27, "I will send my fear before thee, and will destroy all the people to whom thou shalt come, and I will make all thine enemies turn their backs unto thee."

Joshua 5:2 At that time the LORD said unto Joshua , Make thee sharp knives, and circumcise again the children of Israel the second time.
Joshua 5:2 — Comments- This new generation of Israel needed circumcision just as their fathers. Each individual must enter into the covenant with the Lord, just as today each member of the church much make their own personal commitment to Christ, whether their parents were saved or not.

Joshua 5:6 For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people that were men of war, which came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they obeyed not the voice of the LORD: unto whom the LORD sware that he would not shew them the land, which the LORD sware unto their fathers that he would give us, a land that floweth with milk and honey.
Joshua 5:6 — "men of war" - Comments- The generation that was consumed in the wilderness was the men of war, and not necessarily the women and children ( Numbers 14:29).

Numbers 14:29, "Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were numbered of you, according to your whole number, from twenty years old and upward, which have murmured against me,"

Joshua 5:9 And the LORD said unto Joshua , This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal unto this day.
Joshua 5:9 — Word Study on "Gilgal" - PTW says the name "Gilgal" means, "rolling." 



Verses 13-15 

The Captain of the Lord of Hosts - Joshua 5:13-15 records the meeting between the Lord of Hosts and Joshua.

Joshua 5:14 And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant?
Joshua 5:14 — Comments- Rick Joyner has some very insightful comments on the story of Joshua meeting the Lord of Hosts. He tells us it was Jesus Christ revealing Himself to Joshua. 26] 

26] Rick Joyner, The Final Quest (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1977), 128.

"And he said, Nay" - Note that this person said that he was for neither side (Note the NAB). He came in order to lead the children of Israel into the Promised Land. God intervenes in man"s lives to bring justice, not to take sides. God is always on the side of propagating righteousness, and because of His divine character, He judges unrighteousness. The fact that the Lord rescued Rahab the harlot ( Joshua 2:1-24), and spared the Gibeonites (Josh ( Joshua 9:1-27), testifies to the fact that God was not against the Canaanites. The fact that God brought out a mixed multitude from Egypt with the Israelites reveals that He was not against the Egyptians ( Exodus 12:38). The fact that God blessed Hagar the Egyptian, and her son Ishmael's descendents testifies to the fact that God was not against the Egyptians, nor the Arabs ( Genesis 16:7-10). In fact, God will later judge the nation of Israel in a similar way using Assyria and Babylon and the surrounding nations because of their unrighteousness. This judgment upon the Canaanites from the sword of the Israelites was for the eternal benefit of these inhabitants, not for their eternal harm.

NAB, "He replied, "Neither. I am the captain of the host of the LORD and I have just arrived." Then Joshua fell prostrate to the ground in worship, and said to him, "What has my lord to say to his servant?"

"but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come" - Abraham was a stranger in the land of Canaan. Therefore, God revealed Himself to Abraham as a stranger in this land so that Abraham would better understand his office and calling ( Genesis 18:1-33). God revealed Himself unto Moses as "the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob" ( Exodus 3:6). He revealed to Moses that his office and ministry was to bring God's people out of Egyptian bondage. Moses' name, which means, "drawn out", indicates his ministry and anointing of bringing out God's people from bondage. However, unto Joshua the Lord revealed Himself as the "Captain of the Host of the Lord". This name indicated that Joshua was to walk under this anointing as a warrior and lead God's people into battle.

Exodus 3:6, "Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God."

Joshua 5:15 And the captain of the LORD"S host said unto Joshua , Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so.
Joshua 5:15 — Comments- Note a similar situation for Moses at the burning bush in Exodus 5:3. Angels did not speak with such authority and holiness in the Scriptures. This appears to be the pre-incarnate Christ. Or it may possible be Michael, the archangel. 

Exodus 5:3, "And they said, The God of the Hebrews hath met with us: let us go, we pray thee, three days" journey into the desert, and sacrifice unto the LORD our God; lest he fall upon us with pestilence, or with the sword."

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-27 

Israel Destroys Jericho - Joshua 6:1-27 records the account of Israel's destruction of Jericho.

Joshua 6:4 And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets of rams" horns: and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, and the priests shall blow with the trumpets.
Joshua 6:4 — Comments- The children of Israel would have to break the Sabbath rest in order to obey this commandment.

Joshua 6:4 — Scripture References - Note: 

Numbers 10:9, "And if ye go to war in your land against the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the LORD your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies."

Joshua 6:19 But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated unto the LORD: they shall come into the treasury of the LORD.
Joshua 6:19 — Comments- Note that Achan's disobedience violated this commandment of consecrated items unto the Lord ( Joshua 7:11; Joshua 7:21). 

Joshua 7:11, "Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own stuff."

Joshua 7:21, "When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it."

Note Moses' commandment on this issue:

Deuteronomy 7:26, "Neither shalt thou bring an abomination into thine house, lest thou be a cursed thing like it: but thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt utterly abhor it; for it is a cursed thing."

Joshua 6:17-19 — Comments - The Firstfruit Offering- God required the firstfruit of the land in order that He could bless the land. Therefore, this first city belonged to the Lord, with everything in it. Later, God allowed them to take the spoil of all other cities, but not this first one. Also note that in Joshua 8:2 God let them have the spoil.

Joshua 8:2, "And thou shalt do to Ai and her king as thou didst unto Jericho and her king: only the spoil thereof, and the cattle thereof, shall ye take for a prey unto yourselves: lay thee an ambush for the city behind it. "

The city of Jericho was fed by a spring that watered a lush and beautiful valley. This beautiful city and its surrounding would have been a delight for the children of Israel to possess, but it was dedicated to the Lord as a type of first fruits offering.

Joshua 6:20 So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city.
Joshua 6:20 — "that the wall fell down flat" - Comments- Note that Rahab"s house was on the town wall ( Joshua 2:15); yet her house was not destroyed when the walls fell. 

Joshua 2:15, "Then she let them down by a cord through the window: for her house was upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall."

Joshua 6:23 And the young men that were spies went in, and brought out Rahab, and her father, and her mother, and her brethren, and all that she had; and they brought out all her kindred, and left them without the camp of Israel.
Joshua 6:23 — "And the young men that were spies went in, and brought out Rahab, and her father, and her mother, and her brethren, and all that she had" - Comments- Rahab"s family had to put their faith in Rahab"s words. These words were a testimony of her faith in the Lord. Her family remained in the house and were saved because of their faith in these words. This story is similar to Noah"s ark and to the killing of the firstborn in Egypt during the first Passover.

Joshua 6:23 — "and they brought out all her kindred, and left them without the camp of Israel" - Comments- Rachab and her family were initially placed outside the camp of Israel because they were unclean Gentiles. This was a practice instituted by the Mosaic Law for anyone that was unclean ( Leviticus 13:46; Leviticus 14:1-32, Numbers 12:14, Deuteronomy 23:3). This may have been an issue of hygiene, such as with leprosy or childbirth. The camp of Israel was also considered a holy place where the Lord dwelt ( Deuteronomy 23:14). They were later allowed into the camp and lived with the Israelites ( Joshua 6:25).

Deuteronomy 23:3, "An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the congregation of the LORD even to their tenth generation shall they not enter into the congregation of the LORD for ever:"

Deuteronomy 23:14, "For the LORD thy God walketh in the midst of thy camp, to deliver thee, and to give up thine enemies before thee; therefore shall thy camp be holy: that he see no unclean thing in thee, and turn away from thee."

Joshua 6:26 And Joshua adjured them at that time, saying, Cursed be the man before the LORD, that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho: he shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstborn, and in his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it.
Joshua 6:26 — "And Joshua adjured them at that time, saying" - Comments- Note in Deuteronomy 13:16-17 that Moses told Joshua and the children of Israel to curse certain cities. Song of Solomon , this is what Joshua did in the case of Jericho.

Deuteronomy 13:16-17, "And thou shalt gather all the spoil of it into the midst of the street thereof, and shalt burn with fire the city, and all the spoil thereof every whit, for the LORD thy God: and it shall be an heap for ever; it shall not be built again. And there shall cleave nought of the cursed thing to thine hand: that the LORD may turn from the fierceness of his anger, and shew thee mercy, and have compassion upon thee, and multiply thee, as he hath sworn unto thy fathers."

Joshua 6:26 — "Cursed be the man before the LORD, that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho: he shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstborn, and in his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it." - Comments- In construction in Uganda, the gates are placed last. This is because the entrance needs to be open and clear because of the busy traffic that takes place until the building project is nearing completion.

Note the fulfilling of this prophecy in 1 Kings 16:34.

1 Kings 16:34, "In his days did Hiel the Bethelite build Jericho: he laid the foundation thereof in Abiram his firstborn, and set up the gates thereof in his youngest son Segub, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Joshua the son of Nun."

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-26 

Israel's Defeat at Ai and the Judgment of Achan - Joshua 7:1-26 deals with Israel's defeat at Ai and the judgment of Achan in his sin of covetousness. In Acts 5:1-11 and 1 Corinthians 5:1-13 the church judges those members within its congregation just as Israel judged sin in this passage of Scripture.

Joshua 7:1 But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed thing: for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against the children of Israel.
Joshua 7:1 — "But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed thing…and the anger of the LORD was kindled against the children of Israel" - Comments- God judged the entire camp because of the sin of one man.

Joshua 7:1 — "for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing" - Comments- Imagine wandering in the wilderness for forty years and not enjoying the luxuries of this life. When these items lay before Achan the temptation was just too much. Unfortunately, the very thing that he expected to bring a blessing turned into a curse, upon him, his family and the entire nation of Israel.

Joshua 7:8 O Lord, what shall I say, when Israel turneth their backs before their enemies!
Joshua 7:8 — Comments- With sin in our lives, we cannot draw near to God in order to be able to resist Satan.

Joshua 7:11 Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own stuff.
Joshua 7:11 — Comments- Note God's command in Joshua 6:19.

Joshua 6:19, "But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated unto the LORD: they shall come into the treasury of the LORD."

Joshua 7:15 And it shall be, that he that is taken with the accursed thing shall be burnt with fire, he and all that he hath: because he hath transgressed the covenant of the LORD, and because he hath wrought folly in Israel.
Joshua 7:15 — Comments- Why use fire? Because fire purges. Fire represents God's judgement throughout the Holy Bible.

Joshua 7:19 And Joshua said unto Achan, My Song of Solomon , give, I pray thee, glory to the LORD God of Israel, and make confession unto him; and tell me now what thou hast done; hide it not from me.
Joshua 7:19 — "My son" - Comments- Joshua and Caleb were the only two men who had departed from Egypt and lived through the entire wilderness journey. Their generation had died in the wilderness as a form of judgment because of the ten spies who gave a bad report to the Israelites at Kadeshbarnea. Achan was of a younger generation, and could be addressed as "Son."

Joshua 7:20 And Achan answered Joshua , and said, Indeed I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, and thus and thus have I done:
Joshua 7:21 When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it.
Joshua 7:20-21 — Comments - The Statute Concerning Foreign Gods- Moses had given commandment regarding this matter of covetousness in the book of Deuteronomy.

Deuteronomy 7:25-26, "The graven images of their gods shall ye burn with fire: thou shalt not desire the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snared therein: for it is an abomination to the LORD thy God. Neither shalt thou bring an abomination into thine house, lest thou be a cursed thing like it: but thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt utterly abhor it; for it is a cursed thing."

Joshua 7:26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this day. So the LORD turned from the fierceness of his anger. Wherefore the name of that place was called, The valley of Achor, unto this day.
Joshua 7:26 — Word Study on "Achor" - PTW says the name "Achor" means "trouble."

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-29 

Israel Defeats Ai - Joshua 8:1-29 records Israel's defeat of Ai. 

Joshua 8:2 And thou shalt do to Ai and her king as thou didst unto Jericho and her king: only the spoil thereof, and the cattle thereof, shall ye take for a prey unto yourselves: lay thee an ambush for the city behind it.
Joshua 8:2 — Comments- The spoils of Jericho had been a type of firstfruits offering unto the Lord. Now, the rest of the spoils of war would be for Israel.

Joshua 8:26 For Joshua drew not his hand back, wherewith he stretched out the spear, until he had utterly destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.
Joshua 8:26 — Comments- Joshua follows Moses' style by holding up his spear ( Exodus 17:9-11), knowing the battle would favour Israel.

Exodus 17:9-11, "And Moses said unto Joshua , Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand. So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed."

Joshua 8:29 And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree until eventide: and as soon as the sun was down, Joshua commanded that they should take his carcase down from the tree, and cast it at the entering of the gate of the city, and raise thereon a great heap of stones, that remaineth unto this day.
Joshua 8:29 — "as soon as the sun was down, Joshua commanded that they should take his carcase down from the tree" - Comments- Note that Moses commanded the bodies that were hanged to be removed so that they do not hang in a tree all night ( Deuteronomy 21:22-23).

Deuteronomy 21:22-23, "And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree: His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance."

Joshua 8:30-35 — Israel Renews Its Covenant with the Lord - Comments- Joshua 8:30-35 records the account of Israel renewing its covenant with the Lord.

Joshua 8:33 And all Israel, and their elders, and officers, and their Judges , stood on this side the ark and on that side before the priests the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, as well the stranger, as he that was born among them; half of them over against mount Gerizim, and half of them over against mount Ebal; as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded before, that they should bless the people of Israel.
Joshua 8:33 — Comments- This action was commanded by Moses ( Deuteronomy 11:29; Deuteronomy 27:12-13).

Deuteronomy 11:29, "And it shall come to pass, when the LORD thy God hath brought thee in unto the land whither thou goest to possess it, that thou shalt put the blessing upon mount Gerizim, and the curse upon mount Ebal."

Deuteronomy 27:12-13, "These shall stand upon mount Gerizim to bless the people, when ye are come over Jordan; Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Joseph, and Benjamin: And these shall stand upon mount Ebal to curse; Reuben, Gad, and Asher, and Zebulun, Daniel , and Naphtali."

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-27 

Israel's Covenant with the Gibeonites - Joshua 9:1-27 records the story of Israel's covenant with the Gibeonites. In Deuteronomy 20:10-20 Moses delivered the laws on how Israel was to make treaties with foreign cities and nations. However, in the initial conquest of Canaan, led by Joshua , it was understood that there would be no treaties. God had commanded these Canaanite cities and people to be destroyed. During the following periods of Israel's expansion such treaties would be allowed. It was only through deceit and craftiness that Gibeonites managed to form a treaty with Israel. This story shows a great example of how a culture of cleverness engages with a culture of integrity. If a person does not use Wisdom of Solomon , or obtain the Lord's counsel as Israel failed to do, then he is easily taken advantage of. This is why Jesus told His disciples, "Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves." ( Matthew 10:16)

Joshua 9:1-2 — Comments - Introduction- Joshua 9:1-2 serves as an introduction to Israel's southern and northern campaigns against the Canaanite kings, which is recorded in Joshua 9:3 to Joshua 11:15. Israel's conquest of Canaan will be summarized in Joshua 11:16-23, with a subsequent list of defeated kings given in Joshua 12:1-24.

Joshua 9:1 And it came to pass, when all the kings which were on this side Jordan, in the hills, and in the valleys, and in all the coasts of the great sea over against Lebanon, the Hittite, and the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, heard thereof;
Joshua 9:2 That they gathered themselves together, to fight with Joshua and with Israel, with one accord.
Joshua 9:8 And they said unto Joshua , We are thy servants. And Joshua said unto them, Who are ye? and from whence come ye?
Joshua 9:8 — Comments- One of the characteristics of cleverness and deceit is for that person to flatter his victim. In the case of the Gibeonites, they professed themselves be servants of Israel. Living in the mission field of Africa, people of cleverness will approach me by first calling me names of honor, such as pastor, or names of endearment such as uncle.

Joshua 9:9 And they said unto him, From a very far country thy servants are come because of the name of the LORD thy God: for we have heard the fame of him, and all that he did in Egypt,
Joshua 9:9 — Comments- One of the characteristics of cleverness and deceit is for that person to find a common view that bonds them together. In the case of the Gibeonites, they professed to have faith in the God of Israel. Living in the mission field of Africa, people of cleverness will approach me by first telling me that they are Christians like me.

Joshua 9:15 And Joshua made peace with them, and made a league with them, to let them live: and the princes of the congregation sware unto them.
Joshua 9:15 — Comments- Note that Joshua ignored the warnings of Moses on this issue ( Exodus 23:32; Exodus 34:12). When King Saul slew the Gibeonites centuries later, God judged the land of Israel (see 2 Samuel 21:1-14).

Exodus 23:32, "Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with their gods."

Exodus 34:12, "Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, lest it be for a snare in the midst of thee."

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-43 

The Southern Campaign - Joshua 10:1-43 records Israel's southern campaign of the Promised Land, which contains the famous story of the sun standing still. In this country of quarrelling city-states, five kings from the southern region decided to lay aside their differences long enough to join together for a common cause. This battle would be more intense for Joshua than those of Jericho and Ai. Israel's faith had been tested through smaller trials as God prepared them for greater battles. 

Joshua 10:11 And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to Bethhoron, that the LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were more which died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword.
Joshua 10:11 — Comments- The Scriptures record a number of occasions in which God uses hailstones as a form of divine judgment. Joshua 10:11 records the event of the Conquest in which the Lord cast down great hailstones from heaven upon the Canaanites. In Ezekiel 13:11-13 God promises to use hailstones to judge the false prophets. We also read in the great battle between Gog and his allies and the nation of Israel that the Lord will destroy this great host with a number of divine interventions, one being a rain of hailstones ( Ezekiel 38:22). We even read in Job 38:22-23 that God has reserved hailstones against the time of trouble and for the day of battle. 

Ezekiel 38:22, "And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone."

Job 38:22-23, "Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures of the hail, Which I have reserved against the time of trouble, against the day of battle and war?"

Joshua 10:13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day.
Joshua 10:13 — "Is not this written in the book of Jasher?" - Comments- The book of Jasher is mentioned one other time in the Scriptures ( 2 Samuel 1:18), testifying to fact that it did exist.

Joshua 10:26 And afterward Joshua smote them, and slew them, and hanged them on five trees: and they were hanging upon the trees until the evening.
Joshua 10:26 — Comments- Note that Moses commanded the bodies that were hanged to be removed so that they do not hang in a tree all night ( Deuteronomy 21:22-23).

Deuteronomy 21:22-23, "And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree: His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance."

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-15 

The Northern Campaign- Joshua 11:1-15 describes the northern campaign of Israel's conquest of the Promised Land. We have read of their campaign into the central region of this land with the battles of Jericho and Ai ( Joshua 6-8). Joshua then led Israel into the southern region where he fought five kings in response to Gibeon's plea for help ( Joshua 10). This battle contains the famous story of Joshua commanding the sun to stand still. Yet, the greatest test of Israel's faith in God lay ahead as the city-states of northern Canaan gathered together into a huge army. This time Israel's adversaries numbered "as the sand on the seashore in multitude." ( Joshua 11:4)

Joshua 11:13 But as for the cities that stood still in their strength, Israel burned none of them, save Hazor only; that did Joshua burn.
Joshua 11:13 — "save Hazor only; that did Joshua burn" - Comments- Archaeologists now testifies that this city experienced a great fire during the time of the conquest led by Joshua. 27]

27] Amnon Ben-Tor and Maria Teresa Rubiato, "Excavating Hazor, Part Two: Did the Israelites Destroy the Canaanite City?," in Biblical Archaeology Review, May/Jun 1999. [on-line]; accessed 17 March 2009; available http://www.bib-arch.org/bar/article.aspPubID=BSBA&Volume=25&Issue=3&ArticleID=1&ParentArticleID=12; Internet.



Verses 16-23 

Summary of the Conquest of Canaan - Comments- Joshua 11:16-23 provides a summary of Israel's conquest of Canaan.

Joshua 11:18 Joshua made war a long time with all those kings.
Joshua 11:18 — "a long time" - Comments- Caleb was eighty-five years old at the end of the conquest, testifying to the length of the conquest at about five years ( Joshua 14:7; Joshua 14:10).

Joshua 14:7, "Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadeshbarnea to espy out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in mine heart."

Joshua 14:10, "And now, behold, the LORD hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years, even since the LORD spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness: and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old." 

Joshua 11:21 And at that time came Joshua , and cut off the Anakims from the mountains, from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from all the mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel: Joshua destroyed them utterly with their cities.
Joshua 11:21 — Word Study on "Anakims" - PTW says the word "Anak" means, "giant, long necked."

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-6 

List of Kings Conquered by Moses - Joshua 12:1-6 records the list of kings conquered by Moses prior to Joshua's conquest of the Promised Land.

Joshua 12:1 Now these are the kings of the land, which the children of Israel smote, and possessed their land on the other side Jordan toward the rising of the sun, from the river Arnon unto mount Hermon, and all the plain on the east:
Joshua 12:2 Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon, and ruled from Aroer, which is upon the bank of the river Arnon, and from the middle of the river, and from half Gilead, even unto the river Jabbok, which is the border of the children of Ammon;
Joshua 12:3 And from the plain to the sea of Chinneroth on the east, and unto the sea of the plain, even the salt sea on the east, the way to Bethjeshimoth; and from the south, under Ashdothpisgah:
Joshua 12:4 And the coast of Og king of Bashan, which was of the remnant of the giants, that dwelt at Ashtaroth and at Edrei,
Joshua 12:5 And reigned in mount Hermon, and in Salcah, and in all Bashan, unto the border of the Geshurites and the Maachathites, and half Gilead, the border of Sihon king of Heshbon.
Joshua 12:6 Them did Moses the servant of the LORD and the children of Israel smite: and Moses the servant of the LORD gave it for a possession unto the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh.


Verses 7-24 

List of Kings Conquered by Joshua - Joshua 12:7-24 records the list of kings conquered by Joshua during the conquest of Canaan.

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-33 

Joshua 13:1 Now Joshua was old and stricken in years; and the LORD said unto him, Thou art old and stricken in years, and there remaineth yet very much land to be possessed.
Joshua 13:1 — "and there remaineth yet very much land to be possessed" - Comments- Jimmy Swaggart referred to Joshua 13:1 in one of his mail-out letters to his partners, saying that the Lord was telling him that there was much work to be done in bringing people to salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ. 28]

28] Jimmy Swaggart, "Monthly Partner Newsletter," February 1988 (Baton Rouge, Louisiana: Jimmy Swaggart Ministries).

Joshua 13:1 — "and there remaineth yet very much land to be possessed" - Comments- On 21June 1987 I was reading Joshua 13:1. At the end of that first verse, the words of the Scriptures, "There is much yet to be possessed," seemed to leap out at me. The presence of the Lord filled my heart. I started to weep. The Lord spoke to me and said, "I will give you strength to bear up under this. And all the efforts of Satan must not defer you from doing My will. There is much land yet to be possessed and you must be about the Father's business."

Joshua 13:6 All the inhabitants of the hill country from Lebanon unto Misrephothmaim, and all the Sidonians, them will I drive out from before the children of Israel: only divide thou it by lot unto the Israelites for an inheritance, as I have commanded thee.
Joshua 13:6 — "only divide thou it by lot unto the Israelites for an inheritance, as I have commanded thee" - Comments- Moses told the children of Israel to divine the land by lot ( Numbers 26:55-56; Numbers 33:54; Numbers 34:13). Joshua was following Moses' commandment.

Numbers 26:55-56, "Notwithstanding the land shall be divided by lot: according to the names of the tribes of their fathers they shall inherit. According to the lot shall the possession thereof be divided between many and few."

Numbers 33:54, "And ye shall divide the land by lot for an inheritance among your families: and to the more ye shall give the more inheritance, and to the fewer ye shall give the less inheritance: every man"s inheritance shall be in the place where his lot falleth; according to the tribes of your fathers ye shall inherit."

Numbers 34:13, "And Moses commanded the children of Israel, saying, This is the land which ye shall inherit by lot, which the LORD commanded to give unto the nine tribes, and to the half tribe:"

The casting of lots to divine the Promised Land was an act of faith in God for the children of Israel. They were to trust in God's divine providence that He would give them their proper portion of land and divinely provide for their daily needs. We see this trust when Abraham and Lot divided the land among themselves in Genesis 13:1-18. Abraham was the peace-maker in this conflict between the tribesmen of him and Lot. Of course, it was his divine responsibility as head of his family. In these verses he offers a resolution by divine inspiration and with great wisdom and meekness. We find a discussion on meekness of wisdom in the midst of strife in James 3:13-18. Abraham let Lot make the choice on this occasion. He had just gone through the difficult lesson in Egypt when he chose this land above the famished land of Canaan, hoping to find peace. Instead, he encountered the great trial of his wife being taken from him, so that this choice to go into Egypt did not bring a blessing, but rather, a curse. Now, in Genesis 13:8-9 Abraham has now learned ever so carefully to trust entirely in divine provision and divine providence and take the portion of land that Lot did not take. In contrast, Lot will choose the plush Jordon plains and encounter problems ( Joshua 13:10-13). This is the divine principle behind the casting of lots under the Mosaic Law, by which judgment was made and by which the land was divided unto the twelve tribes of Israel.

This is the first time that Abraham will be shown by God the extent of his rightful inheritance. But the Lord did not reveal this to him until he had developed the humility to trust in God's divine providence, which Abraham demonstrated by letting Lot choose between the portions of land. This is what is meant by Jesus' statement in the Beatitudes that the meek shall inherit the earth ( Matthew 5:5). The word "earth" in this verse describes our earthly, possessions in this life. Meekness is how a man demonstrates his faith in God's divine providence and divine provision. Pride is demonstrated when a man looks to himself for material possessions and ignores divine principles to live by.

Joshua 13:14 Only unto the tribe of Levi he gave none inheritance; the sacrifices of the LORD God of Israel made by fire are their inheritance, as he said unto them.
Joshua 13:14 — "Only unto the tribe of Levi he gave none inheritance" - Comments- The Levites were scattered throughout the tribes of Israel, in fulfilment of the prophecy of Jacob in Genesis 49:7. Note that Simeon was also scattered within the tribe of Judah, and he eventually became assimilated into Judah.

Genesis 49:7, "Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel."

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-15 

Joshua 14:10 And now, behold, the LORD hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years, even since the LORD spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness: and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old.
Joshua 14:10 — "these forty and five years" - Comments- Joshua 14:10 means that the conquest lasted about five years. Caleb was forty years old when he spied out the land at Kadeshbarnea ( Joshua 14:7).

Joshua 11:18, "Joshua made war a long time with all those kings."

Joshua 14:11 As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in.
Joshua 14:11 — Comments- Moses was also strong at the age of one hundred and twenty years ( Deuteronomy 34:7).

Deuteronomy 34:7, "And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated."

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-63 

Joshua 15:13-19 — The Inheritance of Caleb - Joshua 15:13-19 records the account of Caleb receiving his inheritance in the Promised Land. Part of this story ( Joshua 15:15-19) is repeated in Judges 1:11-15.

Joshua 15:13 And unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh he gave a part among the children of Judah, according to the commandment of the LORD to Joshua , even the city of Arba the father of Anak, which city is Hebron.
Joshua 15:13 — Comments- Caleb was of the tribe of Judah, and Joshua was of the tribe of Ephraim ( Numbers 13:6; Numbers 13:8).

Numbers 13:6-8, "Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh. Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph. Of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea the son of Nun."

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-10 

Joshua 16:10 And they drave not out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer: but the Canaanites dwell among the Ephraimites unto this day, and serve under tribute.
Joshua 16:10 — "And they drave not out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer" - Comments- These Canaanites would remain in Gezer for another four hundred and fifty (450) years until Pharaoh, king of Egypt, destroyed this city during the days of Solomon ( 1 Kings 9:15-17).

1 Kings 9:15-17, "And this is the reason of the levy which king Solomon raised; for to build the house of the LORD, and his own house, and Millo, and the wall of Jerusalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo, and Gezer. For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, and taken Gezer, and burnt it with fire, and slain the Canaanites that dwelt in the city, and given it for a present unto his daughter, Solomon"s wife. And Solomon built Gezer, and Bethhoron the nether,"

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-18 

Joshua 17:4 And they came near before Eleazar the priest, and before Joshua the son of Nun, and before the princes, saying, The LORD commanded Moses to give us an inheritance among our brethren. Therefore according to the commandment of the LORD he gave them an inheritance among the brethren of their father. 
Joshua 17:4 — "The LORD commanded Moses to give us an inheritance among our brethren" - Comments- See this reference in Numbers 27:1-11.

Numbers 27:5-7, "And Moses brought their cause before the LORD. And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, The daughters of Zelophehad speak right: thou shalt surely give them a possession of an inheritance among their father"s brethren; and thou shalt cause the inheritance of their father to pass unto them.

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-28 

Joshua 18:1 And the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and set up the tabernacle of the congregation there. And the land was subdued before them.
Joshua 18:1 — Word Study on "Shiloh" - Strong says the name "Shiloh" (H 7887) means "tranquil." PTW says it means, "peaceful." 

Comments- Shiloh was the center of Israelite worship from the time of Joshua (1400 B.C.) until the days of Eli and his sons Hophni and Phinehas (1050 B.C.), which was a period of about five hundred and fifty (550) years. When Eli"s two sons took the ark into battle against the Philistines, Shiloh is no longer mentioned in Scriptures as the center of Israelite worship. Psalm 78:60 says that God forsook the tabernacle at Shiloh. Perhaps this was the incident that is being referred to in the book of Psalm. Jeremiah says that Israel trusted in this building and its articles rather than in God.

Psalm 78:60, "So that he forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent which he placed among men;"

Jeremiah 7:12-14, "But go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I set my name at the first, and see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel. And now, because ye have done all these works, saith the LORD, and I spake unto you, rising up early and speaking, but ye heard not; and I called you, but ye answered not; Therefore will I do unto this house, which is called by my name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh."

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-51 

Joshua 19:1-10 — Comments- Simeon received an inheritance of seventeen cities within the inheritance of Judah. Since these cities were scattered rather than neighbouring, the tribe of Simeon was eventually assimilated into Judah. This was in fulfilment of the prophecy of Jacob in Genesis 49:7, "Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel."

Joshua 19:49-50 — Comments- The Inheritance of Joshua - Joshua 19:49-50 records the inheritance that Joshua received among the children of Israel. He was of the tribe of Ephraim ( Numbers 13:8), so received his inheritance in mount Ephraim. Note how well 1 Timothy 5:17 addresses this event in Joshua so well. The elders who minister in God's Word well are to be counted worthy of double honour.

Numbers 13:8, "Of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea the son of Nun."

1 Timothy 5:17, "Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine."

20 Chapter 20 

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-45 

Joshua 21:3 And the children of Israel gave unto the Levites out of their inheritance, at the commandment of the LORD, these cities and their suburbs.
Joshua 21:3 — Comments- The giving up of these towns and suburbs to the Levites was a form of tithing unto the Lord.

Joshua 21:43-45 — Summary of Conquest and Possession of the Promised Land - Joshua 21:43-45 summarizes the conquest and settlement of the Promised Land. This passage of Scripture mentions twice that God fulfilled His promises that he swore unto the fathers of this generation of Israelites, which promises go back to the time of Abraham. God is a God who works from generation to generation in order to fulfil His promises and accomplish His plan of redemption for mankind.

Joshua 21:45 There failed not ought of any good thing which the LORD had spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to pass.
Joshua 21:45 — Comments- The promise that Israel would possess the land was a "good" promise. Yet, it cost the lives of thousands of Canaanites, men, women and children, and their livestock. Our natural response is to ask how these deaths can be "good."

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-34 

Joshua 22:1 Then Joshua called the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Prayer of Manasseh ,
Joshua 22:2 And said unto them, Ye have kept all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, and have obeyed my voice in all that I commanded you:
Joshua 22:3 Ye have not left your brethren these many days unto this day, but have kept the charge of the commandment of the LORD your God.
Joshua 22:3 — "many days" - Comments- The phrase "many days" was a period of about five years. Joshua was eighty years old when he took over the leadership after the death of Moses ( Joshua 14:7), and he was eighty-five when the land was allotted out to the twelve tribes ( Joshua 14:10).

Joshua 14:7, "Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadeshbarnea to espy out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in mine heart."

Joshua 14:10, "And now, behold, the LORD hath kept me alive, as he said, these forty and five years, even since the LORD spake this word unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in the wilderness: and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old."

Joshua 22:8 And he spake unto them, saying, Return with much riches unto your tents, and with very much cattle, with silver, and with gold, and with brass, and with iron, and with very much raiment: divide the spoil of your enemies with your brethren.
Joshua 22:8 — "Return with much riches unto your tents" - Comments- By the time of the book of Judges , the Israelites had lost much of their wealth to the other oppressive nations ( Judges 6:6). This poverty was a result of their disobedience to God.

Judges 6:6, "And Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites; and the children of Israel cried unto the LORD."

Joshua 22:8 — "with brass, and with iron" - Comments- During the time of the conquest, the Israelites were wealthy with brass and iron. The Israelites had worked with these metals to build the Tabernacle. Yet, by the time of King Saul, the Israelites did not have enough metal to make swords, neither did they have skilled craftsmen to forge their metal ( 1 Samuel 13:19-22).

1 Samuel 13:19-22, "Now there was no smith found throughout all the land of Israel: for the Philistines said, Lest the Hebrews make them swords or spears: But all the Israelites went down to the Philistines, to sharpen every man his share, and his coulter, and his axe, and his mattock. Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and for the coulters, and for the forks, and for the axes, and to sharpen the goads. So it came to pass in the day of battle, that there was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people that were with Saul and Jonathan: but with Saul and with Jonathan his son was there found."

Joshua 22:10 And when they came unto the borders of Jordan, that are in the land of Canaan, the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh built there an altar by Jordan, a great altar to see to.
Joshua 22:10 — Comments- God had commanded the children of Israel to build a rough, stone altar by the Jordan River at their first crossing as a memorial of this miraculous crossing ( Joshua 4:1-24). In a similar manner, Reuben, Gad and half of Manasseh build an altar by the Jordan as a memorial of their tribal heritage with the Israelites west of the Jordan. This altar was built as a replica of the burnt altar of the Tabernacle, with the intent it would not be used for sacrificial offerings ( Joshua 22:28).

Joshua 22:16 Thus saith the whole congregation of the LORD, What trespass is this that ye have committed against the God of Israel, to turn away this day from following the LORD, in that ye have builded you an altar, that ye might rebel this day against the LORD? 
Joshua 22:16 — Comments- Why was this act of building an altar unto the Lord a sin? The answer lies in the fact that the Lord forbade the children of Israel from building any other altar of worship other than the one in the Tabernacle ( Leviticus 17:8-9, Deuteronomy 12:5-7). The reason was so that the Israelites would not fall into idolatry. The Lord has commanded the children of Israel to destroy the idolatrous Israelite cities that worshiped at these foreign altars ( Deuteronomy 13:12-18). 

Leviticus 17:8-9, "And thou shalt say unto them, Whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers which sojourn among you, that offereth a burnt offering or sacrifice, And bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, to offer it unto the LORD even that man shall be cut off from among his people."

Deuteronomy 12:5-7, "But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose out of all your tribes to put his name there, even unto his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come: And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and your tithes, and heave offerings of your hand, and your vows, and your freewill offerings, and the firstlings of your herds and of your flocks. And there ye shall eat before the LORD your God, and ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto, ye and your households, wherein the LORD thy God hath blessed thee."

Deuteronomy 13:14-15, "Then shalt thou enquire, and make search, and ask diligently; and, behold, if it be truth, and the thing certain, that such abomination is wrought among you; Thou shalt surely smite the inhabitants of that city with the edge of the sword, destroying it utterly, and all that is therein, and the cattle thereof, with the edge of the sword."

Joshua 22:17 Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us, from which we are not cleansed until this day, although there was a plague in the congregation of the LORD,
Joshua 22:17 — "the iniquity of Peor" - Comments- This incident is recorded in Numbers 25:1-9 when the Israelites built an altar and worshiped the gods of the Moabites. As a result, the Lord killed 24 ,000 of the children of Israel.

Joshua 22:34 And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad called the altar Ed: for it shall be a witness between us that the LORD is God.
Joshua 22:34 — Comments- The word "Ed" is not in the original Hebrew text. Some modern English versions keep the word "Ed" (ASV, RSV). Others drop this word, and rephrase the statement (NIV, YLT). 

NIV, "And the Reubenites and the Gadites gave the altar this name: A WITNESS BETWEEN US THAT THE LORD IS GOD.

YLT, "And the sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad proclaim concerning the altar, that ‘it is a witness between us that Jehovah is God.'"

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-16 

Joshua 23:10 One man of you shall chase a thousand: for the LORD your God, he it is that fighteth for you, as he hath promised you.
Joshua 23:10 — Comments- David"s men fulfilled the prophecy of Joshua 23:10. Note the mighty feats of David"s mighty men in 2 Samuel 23:8-23. 

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-33 

Joshua 24:2 And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they served other gods. 
Joshua 24:2 — "Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time" - Word Study on "of the flood" - Strong says the Hebrew word "flood" ( נָהָר) (H 5104) means, "a stream, a river, a flood." He says it is used figuratively to mean, "prosperity." He believes the word includes the sea, especially the Nile, Euphrates, etc. The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 120 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "river 98, flood 18, streams 2, Aramnaharaim + 07631, river side 1." The term "flood" that is used in the story of Noah"s flood is the Hebrew word ( מַבּוּל) (H 3999), used only 12times in the Old Testament.

The ASV reads, "beyond the River." The YLT reads, beyond the River."

Comments- The phrase "on the other side of the flood in old time" most likely means that in the days of Abraham and Terah, his father, they dwelt on the other side of the Euphrates River. Note:

ASV, "And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt of old time beyond the River, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nahor: and they served other gods."

NAB, "Joshua addressed all the people: "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: In times past your fathers, down to Terah, father of Abraham and Nahor, dwelt beyond the River and served other gods."

NIV, "Joshua said to all the people, "This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: "Long ago your forefathers, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the River and worshiped other gods."""

YLT, "And Joshua saith unto all the people, `Thus said Jehovah, God of Israel, Beyond the River have your fathers dwelt of old--Terah father of Abraham and father of Nachor--and they serve other gods;"

Joshua 24:2 — "and they served other gods" - Comments- We read in The Book of Jubilees that Terah's place of birth, Ur of the Chaldees, was a very wicked and idolatrous city.

"And ‘Ur, the son of Kesed, built the city of ‘Ara of the Chaldees, and called its name after his own name and the name of his father. And they made for themselves molten images, and they worshipped each the idol, the molten image which they had made for themselves, and they began to make graven images and unclean simulacra, and malignant spirits assisted and seduced (them) into committing transgression and uncleanness. And the prince Mastema exerted himself to do all this, and he sent forth other spirits, those which were put under his hand, to do all manner of wrong and sin, and all manner of transgression, to corrupt and destroy, and to shed blood upon the earth." (The Book of Jubilees 113-6) 29]

29] The Book of Jubilees, trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 1-82 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 29.

Joshua 24:15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.
Joshua 24:15 — "but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord" - Comments- We ourselves must decide to serve God despite what anyone else does to us or even others in the church, despite those who hurt the testimony of Jesus Christ and forsake God for this world.

Joshua 24:31 And Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua , and all the days of the elders that overlived Joshua , and which had known all the works of the LORD, that he had done for Israel.
Joshua 24:31 — Comments- Joshua 24:31 is found in Judges 2:7 as almost a word for word repeat.

Joshua 24:32 And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for an hundred pieces of silver: and it became the inheritance of the children of Joseph.
Joshua 24:32 — Comments- There are other Scriptures that refer to the bones of Joseph ( Genesis 50:25, Exodus 13:19, Joshua 24:32, Hebrews 11:22).

Genesis 50:25, "And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence."

Exodus 13:19, "And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him: for he had straitly sworn the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you; and ye shall carry up my bones away hence with you."

Joshua 24:32, "And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for an hundred pieces of silver: and it became the inheritance of the children of Joseph."

Hebrews 11:22, "By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones."

